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MINUTES OF THE  
RECREATION COMMISSION 

 
 Hopatcong Borough Hall, Hopatcong, NJ 

March 10, 2015  
 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman called the meeting to order at 8:00 P.M. 
 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT:  Chairman read statement as follows: 
 
This meeting is held in accordance with the 1975 Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-
6 et seq., annual notice having been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald/New Jersey 
Sunday Herald, and posted on the bulletin board maintained in the Municipal Building for 
public announcements.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairwoman, invited all present to salute the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
PRESENT:  Dave Barella, Dave Barnish, Sue Gorgolione, Corde Motyka, Marshall 
Speizer, Danette Swanson, Cathy Millian 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Business Administrator Robert Elia, John Young Council 
Liaison, Richard Schindelar Council Liaison, Christy Rehe Recording Secretary 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
Street Hockey – Chairwoman Cathy Millian opened the meeting with a statement that 
reflected the usual processes of Recreation rules and procedures in regards to the 
programs within. 
 
The Recreation Commission invited Mr. Aldo Caprio, the representative for the Street 
Hockey program to their meeting tonight to get clarification to some of the questions and 
concerns that they have had in regards to his program. Mr. Caprio stated that he has 
received many memos from the Commission to attend this meeting but was not asked to 
attend the February 10th meeting where the Commission was scheduled to vote on the 
upcoming registration fee for the spring season. Aldo was upset that the fee went up 
$5.00 from last season and he stated that he would have attended that meeting. He 
stated that he feels the memos sent to him were a personal attack on him. Discussion 
ensued between Aldo and the members of the Commission in regards to some 
statements made via social media sites that the Commission states are false and asks 
that anyone having questions or concerns to please reach out via the proper forum for 
answers instead of making false accusations. The Recreation Commission can be 
reached via email at recreationhopatcong@gmail.com or if you have an immediate 
concern you can call Hopatcong Borough’s main number for assistance. Dave Barella 
stated that whether or not the memos were more personal than professional that we 
should get back to topic and not focus on the Facebook posts since we do not have the 
information in front of us at this time.  
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Danette stated one of the main concerns they wanted to discuss with him was the lack of 
insurance for the Hockey program during the fall season. The Commission was unaware 
of the fall season because the proper permits and roster forms were not completed. Aldo 
states that he was unaware that he had to complete the same paperwork for the fall 
season as he does during the spring season. Cathy explains that the proper forms need 
to be complete with the insurance price already received then the Commission votes on 
the price for the season. Borough Administrator Robert Elia spoke to say that the 
Borough didn’t know of a fall season for the Hockey program so they quickly scrambled 
to get insurance coverage for the season but it also comes with a price so the cost goes 
up. Aldo states that Sue Parichuk never informed him that the program needs to register 
again in the fall if they are playing. Sue was not present at the meeting. Mr. Elia states 
that this is the reason for the memos to Mr. Caprio, to have him here to attend tonight’s 
meeting so that we can get clarification of the structure of the program.  
As it stands now the Hockey program is not a 501c3 and is unable to fundraise. Mr. Elia 
discussed the rink fundraising previously with Tom Dougherty and explains that the 
quotes received were very high and that he had not received other quotes and mailings 
that were supposedly sent for his review. Although the Hockey program cannot fundraise 
themselves they can receive donations on behalf of the Hockey program sent to and 
made payable to the Borough of Hopatcong for a specific fund. Cathy also previously 
offered to allow Hockey to fundraise under Little League. Cathy explains that if the 
Hockey program becomes a 501c3 organization that they will be able to fundraise on 
their own and it would allow them to be more independent. Aldo states that he does not 
want to be a separate program and wants Hockey to continue under Recreation. The 
Facebook page for Hopatcong Street Hockey will need to have an administrator from 
Recreation so that it can be monitored to help avoid future slander of the Commission. 
Aldo states that he does not want that and that he will change the name of the page to 
“Aldo’s Hockey”. Corde reiterates to Aldo the importance of having the paperwork done 
right from the beginning and the importance in reaching out to the Commission for 
answers to any concerns before allowing questions to go unanswered resulting in 
unnecessary slander via social media. Aldo agrees and thanks Corde. Cathy thinks it’s a 
good idea to appoint a liaison to the Hockey program. Danette thanks Aldo on behalf of 
the Commission for donating his time to the Hockey program and to the children. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Easter Egg Hunt – The egg hunt is scheduled for March 28th with a rain date of April 4th. 
 
 
SUE PARICHUK’S REPORT: 
 
Basketball – The program is finishing up this weekend. 
Easter – The candy is provided by Little League and the seniors from the Senior Center 
will be filling the eggs. 
Memorial Day Parade – John Young will need team shirts by the week of May 23rd for 
the parade float. Aldo was also asked to provide a team jersey for the float so that 
hockey will be recognized during the parade. 
 
MEETING OPEN TO PUBLIC:   
 
Bonnie Coover – Discussed an issue during a travel Recreation basketball game. Cathy 
asked for the dates and incidents so that she can discuss. Cathy wants to have a 
Coaches meeting to discuss and address all of the concerns.  
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Mike Coover -Asked if they could gain access to the school during the summer for 
practices but Cathy said they do not allow anyone in the schools during that time. The 
Commission suggested using outdoor courts or said that he should consider renting a 
facility. Corde suggested asking St. Judes to utilize the Parish Center. 
Lynn Stevens - Approached the Commission wanting to know where the registration 
money goes that is collected during registration. Cathy explained that $22 is for the 
shirts,$7-8.00 is for trophies and about $7-8.00 for insurance and equipment. She also 
explained that the money that comes in goes back out and that was the reason for the 
$5.00 increase in registration money this year. Last season Hockey ended with a zero 
balance. 
Patti Poland – Inquired about the possibility to raise the fee by $10.00 to be able to put 
the extra money towards progress or maintenance because she was concerned about 
the Borough closing the rink due to poor conditions. Mr. Elia said the potential to close 
the rink would be only if it was deemed unsafe and in the need of major repair to due 
weather conditions. Patti was concerned and felt that the Commission was trying to push 
them out of Recreation. Cathy explained to them that they are making these statements 
to make you all aware of the possibilities of Hockey if it were 501c3. The Recreation 
Commission is tied to a very small budget and doesn’t have the money to make costly 
repairs to the rink only crack seals done by the DPW which still costs money. Patti also 
wanted to know if the incident with Coach Lotito at Lafayette was being looked into and 
Cathy assured her that it was in the process of investigation. 
Daniella Sacco - Spoke to the Commission about quotes she received regarding line 
painting of the rink. She gave Mr. Elia the quotes. She also asked if the Hockey program 
could use the donated funds made by Lynn St. Angelo, the owner of Needles and Pins 
Alterations for rink repairs. She explains that Lynn orders sweatshirts and t-shirts for the 
hockey program and charges the parents the cost of the order and donates any of the 
remaining funds to the Hockey program instead of returning the money to the parents. 
Cathy stated that the Recreation Commission is hearing this for the first time and has no 
knowledge of any funds being donated to the Hockey program. The Borough 
Administrator also has no prior knowledge of donated funds made by Lynn back to the 
Borough or to the Recreation Commission. 
 
After giving all persons present an opportunity to address the Recreation Commission, the 
Chairman closed the meeting to the public to return to the regular order of business. 
 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES: Dave Barella made a motion to approve the 
minutes of February 10, 2015 and Dave Barnish seconded the motion. All in were in 
favor. Abstained: Sue Gorgolione. 
 
NEXT MEETING: April 14, 2015. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn made by Danette and seconded by Dave 
Barella, all were in favor. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:16 PM. 
 
Submitted by,  
 
 
Christy Rehe 
Recording Secretary 


